[image: image1.png]A

american apparel &
footwear association




24 August 2004

Defense Acquisition Regulations Council

Attn: Mr. Thaddeus Godlewski
OUSD (AT&L) DPAP (DAR), IMD 3C132
3062 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC  20301-3062
RE:
DFARS Case 2003-D009 - Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Supplement; 
Payment and Billing Instructions
Dear Mr. Godlewski: 

The American Apparel & Footwear Association (AAFA) is pleased to submit comments regarding the Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Supplement (DEFARS) to improve payment and billing instructions in DoD contracts.  

AAFA is the national trade association representing over 800 companies in apparel, footwear and other sewn products companies, and their suppliers.  A substantial number of AAFA’s domestic manufacturing members supply specialized sewn products to the military.  Due to the ever-decreasing opportunities for these domestic companies to sell to the commercial textile market in the United States, these manufacturers rely very heavily on military contract sales to sustain their businesses.  The DoD payment and billing process has been a major source of frustration for many DoD contractors including apparel and footwear manufacturers. 

Our members support this initiative to simplify and improve the effectiveness of the acquisition process through DFARS Case 2003-D009.  Within the changes, AAFA would like to comment on 204.7106 clarifying contract modifications and specifically restricting the contracting officer from decreasing the amount obligated unless “sufficient unliquidated obligation exists or the purpose is to recover monies owed to the Government.”  Additional clarification of the definition of “sufficient” would be helpful as such ambiguity opens the door further to the subjectivity of individual procurement officers.

The electronic form submissions through Wide Area WorkFlow-Receipt and Acceptance (WAWF-RA) is clearly the most efficient method of submitting payment requests and receiving payment for contractors.  WAWF-RA enables faster payments and eases the submission process, which are both important aspects for contractors.
Simplification of the procurement process is always a step in the right direction.  AAFA appreciates the opportunity to support these changes and again commends the DoD for their efforts in this regard.  If you have any questions about AAFA’s position on any of the above comments, please feel free to contact me at 703.797.9039. 

Sincerely,

Felicia Cheek

Manager, Government Relations & Communications
American Apparel & Footwear Association
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