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‘MEMORANDUM FOR TEE DIRECTOR FOR CONTRACTING, QASA (RCiA)

DIRECTOR, CONTRACTS & BUSINESS MANAGTENT, QASN (35:l)
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DIRECTOR, STRATEGIC DEFENSE INITIATIVE CRGANIZATION
DIRECTORS QF D=ZENSE AGENCIES

SUBJECT: GSA Federal Supply Schedules as Prefersted Scurces of Suoply

Racent inguiries from DeD £ield activities indicate that clarificzticn
it required in regard to the standing of the General Services
Adnminisztration’s Fedsral Supply Schedules as a source of sussly. Dab
censiders thoge Federal Supply Schedules (schedules) which asze cptiocnal o=
Del to be "preferred sources of supplies and services" (DFARS 3_404-2
(a) {(70)). There is no statutery or regulatery need to synopsiz :
requirements, seek further competition, determine price rtunnab...eness, oz
comply with small business=small purchase set-aside requiremants when
schedules are used, These requirements are met by the General Services
Administration when they solicit and award thelr schedule contracts.
Therefore, all statutory requiremaents of FL 98-369 (Competition In

© Contracting Act) and FAR 6.102 (Use ¢f Cexpetitive Procedures) are zet when

{-

purchaszes £rom GSA schecules are made in accordance with applicaile
procedurss in FAR 8.405=-1 (Ordering From Multiple Award Schecdules).

™he use of GSA schecules offers DeoD a quick and efficlent way ol
cbtaining nesded reguirements. This advantage led to the DD policy that -
maximum use should be made of schedules. Other procedures =ay 22 ussC if
the contracting officer judges the introduction of coxmetitiea Izctz
son-scheduled sources would ba in the best intgredsr of the Govermment in
terms of quality, responsiveness, or cost. Please note that guidance
cutlined hergin does not apply to schedules awarded by GSi's Information
Resources Management Secvice (IRMS) for ADP and telecommunication
equipment. Use of thege schedules is governéd by FAR 39 and DEARS 70.

Cur goal remains to simplify the Dol acguisition process and increass
the contracting officer’s authosity and akility =0 make sounc ZUsiness

judgments,
e i
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Deputy 2ssistant Secretasy of
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