Proposed language for 208.404-7(c) (2) (ii) states that the Contracting Officer shall determine “in writing that no additional qualified contractors could be identified despite reasonable efforts to do so.”  This raises the question of whether or not a Contracting Officer is required to look beyond the universe of Federal Supply Schedule holders for additional commercial sources.  

If the Contracting Officer is not required to go beyond the scope of the Federal Supply Schedule Program to outside commercial contractors, the language “no additional qualified contractors” needs to be clarified. Suggestion the following revision—

208.404-70(c)(2)

***

(ii) Determines in writing that no additional qualified [Federal Supply Schedule holders] contractors could be identified despite reasonable efforts to do so.”  

