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OUSDA(AT&L)DPAP(DAR)
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3062 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC  20301-3062

Comments of the National Solid Wastes Management Association on the April 21, 2005, request for comments on Radio Frequency Identification 

The National Solid Wastes Management Association (NSWMA) is a trade association representing private sector waste service companies operating in all fifty states.  NSWMA members collect refuse, recyclables and compost from businesses and residences throughout the United States.  NSWMA members collect a majority of curbside recyclables and substantial quantities of commercially-generated recyclables generated in the United States and own or operate a majority of the Materials Recovery Facilities (MRF) that process these paper, metal, glass and plastic recyclables for sale to end markets.

NSWMA appreciates DoD’s asking about the impact of Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) tags on materials recycling.  We understand the potential benefits of using RFIDs to track the location of pallets and even individual cases and packages.  

We are concerned that the increasing use of RFIDs could have a negative impact on the ability of a MRF to create a raw material that meets end user specifications.  However, we do not yet know what this impact will be.  The recycling industry has very little experience in processing RFIDs whether they are attached to pallets, corrugated boxes, or to metal or plastic shipping containers.  

We understand that the paper industry is undertaking a study examining the impact of RFIDs on paper recycling.  We urge the DoD to assess the results of that study carefully before coming to a final decision on the use of RFIDs.  We would also urge the DoD to consider the results of any additional studies on the impact of RFIDs on recycling.  We believe an appropriate goal is to ensure that RFIDs are made of materials that can be easily removed from pallets or shipping containers when they are being processed for recycling.  

If you have any questions about these comments, please do not hesitate to contact Chaz Miller, Director of State Programs, 202-364-3742.

Sincerely,
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Bruce J. Parker

President and CEO

