Issue # 1:

252.232-7XXX(b) should read: 

"Except as provided in paragraph (c) of this clause, the Contractor shall submit payment requests using one of the following electronic forms as designated by the contracting officer:"

The added part is "as designated by the contracting officer".

The contracting officer needs to designate the acceptable format for their command for the following reasons:

1. Standardization at a command is more cost effective. 

2. Not all of the current forms listed processes all types of payments.  For example, 

a. WINs does not process any inspection/acceptance document.

b. WAWF does process a 2 in 1 invoice that incorporates the inspection/acceptance role. 

c. WAWF does not process payments with discounts

d. Etc.

Issue # 2

Proposed implementation of 1 October 2002 for all DoD contracts is not possible for several reasons.

1. The system selected by our command (WAWF) is not sufficiently programmed to accept all of our contract invoices at this time.

2. Training the contractor community is a large project which cannot begin until the application is available.  

3. Training the contract community is a large project.

4. It is too late to factor into the Budget Planning any impacts for 1 October 2002 implementation.  The budget planning cycle should start now for 1 October 2003 implementation.  The first year (1 October 2002 - 1 October 2003) should be a phase in period allowing contracting agencies to work with selected contractors/contracts.

5. Not all DFAS offices are set up sufficiently to accept payments through all of the means listed.  We have been testing WAWF and have been given a "short list" of DFAS offices that will accept payment via WAWF. 

6. Firewall issues take time to address.  Processing an invoice electronically crosses Major Claimant lines and requires time to clear requirements of each firewall administrator to ensure the invoice processes from Vendor/Contractor to Acceptor/Inspector to Contracting Officer to Funds Administrator to DFAS.  Sufficient time has not been planned to allow the completion of programming the applications, let alone to discover what plug-ins are required to operate the applications on each network involved in the process.

Thank you for the ability to comment.

