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CONSOLTEX HOLDINGS, INC.

551 Fifth Avenue

Suite 3800

New York, New York 10176

U.S.A.



June 20, 2002
US Department of Defense

Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Supplement;

Codification and Modification of berry Amendment

[DFARS Case 2002-D002]

Via e-mail: dfars@acq.osd.mil
COMMENTS ON THE BERRY AMENDMENT
1. Expansion to include NAFTA partners:

Consoltex is a textile manufacturer.  We are strategically positioned as a North American manufacturer of ...

· Textile fabrics for the fashion, home furnishing, outerwear and industrial markets, as well as 

· Polypropylene-based fabrics for various applications, including industrial and agricultural usage.

The company is vertically integrated from the production of yarn, through the weaving, dyeing, printing, coating and finishing of fabrics.  Consoltex has six manufacturing plants located in Canada, the United States and Mexico employing a total workforce of 2,335 associates (40% in Canada, 30% in the United States and 30% in Mexico). The company also conducts its own research and development and maintains its own sales, marketing and distribution network.

We believe that The Berry Amendment should be expanded to include the partners of the North American Free Trade Agreement, allowing Canadian and Mexican firms to participate in the US purchasing process.  There would be many benefits to United States companies as well as the United States Government and military as detailed below.

Benefits to U.S. companies

1) Most fibers and yarns used to make fabrics by Canadian textile companies would be produced in the United States.

2) In most end items the fabric cost comprises less than 50% of the cost of the item.

3) Increased competition among US based textile companies will lower the prices of fabrics used by contractors supplying the US military with clothing, equipage and textiles.

Benefits to the U.S. Military / Government

1) Additional surge capacity should the need arise (enhancing the existing mechanism).

2) Consoltex’s Canadian mills are currently supplying the Canadian Military with many fabrics, which actually could also be purchased by the US Military.

3) Increased competition will result in lower prices.

4) The ability of the US Military to avail itself of all the latest technological innovations.

5) Increased opportunities for US citizens working for Consoltex throughout the United States.

2. Extension of ‘Exceptions’:

There is currently an allowance for the procurement of certain para-aramid fibers and yarns manufactured in “The Netherlands; or Another qualifying country (see 225.872) if The Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics) makes a determination in accordance with Section 807 of Public Law 105-261 that -

(A) Procuring articles that contain only para-aramid fibers and yarns manufactured from suppliers within the United States would result in sole source contracts for the supply of such para-aramid fibers and yarns:

(B) Such sole source contracts or subcontracts would not be in the best interest of the Government or consistent with the objectives of the Competition in Contracting Act (10 U.S.C. 2304); and

(C) The qualifying country permits U.S. firms that manufacture para-aramid fibers and yarns to compete with foreign firms for sale of para-aramid fibers and yarns in that country.
”

We believe this exception should be extended to include all fabrics produced in compliance with The North American Free Trade Agreement.

We further feel that this exception should also allow for fabrics made with Kermel ® aramid fiber being produced in France and spun into usable yarn and then woven and finished in Canada.  

The specific advantages to allowing the use of fabrics made of Kermel ® are as follow:

1) Superior comforts as opposed to competitive fabrics.

2) Preferential price to competitive fabrics.

3) Superior color retention.

4) Ease of care.

5) Superior substrate on which to print (this is especially significant for use in camouflage prints where excellent infra-red reflectance capabilities have been hard to achieve with currently available products)

Currently, the US chain of supply is fiber manufacturer, yarn producer, weaving mill, finishing plant, converter, and end item manufacturer.  As a vertically integrated company, we at Consoltex offer the opportunity to bypass many of these “middle men”.  We are the weaver, the dyer and finisher, as well as the converter/seller.  It is far easier for us to work with the Defense Logistic Agency (DLA) and the laboratories at the Natick Soldier Center (NSC) to develop new and innovative products to continue to maintain the US soldier as the best-equipped soldier in the world.
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