DFARS Case 2002-D024

DFAR Approval of Services Contracts and Task Orders

The proposed rule “prohibits the acquisition of services through use of a DoD contract or task order that is not performance based, or through any contract or task order that is awarded by an agency other than DoD, unless certain approval requirements are met.”  Analytical Services, Inc. (ASI), a woman-owned small disadvantaged 8(a) business, believes it is in DoD’s best interest to establish a contract value threshold (>$3M) to which the proposed rule applies.  It does not seem in the Government’s or industry’s best interest to require performance based for all services required – the benefit does not outweigh the cost!

Performance based contracting is needed.  However, additional training and guidance is needed for contractor personnel as well as Government technical and contracts personnel.  We must ensure performance measures are well defined, suited to the service, and can be evaluated and measured.  At this time, ASI believes that imposing this requirement on all contracts and task orders, regardless of size, places an obstacle for new businesses (whether small or primarily commercial) entering the DoD market.

