[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


PLYMOUTH TUBE CO (USA



1209 E. 12th St. 

Streator, IL 61364

Phone: (815) 673-1515,   Fax:  (815) 672-7343










March 19, 2004

Defense Acquisition Regulations Council

DFARS Case 2003-D018

Attn: Ms. Amy Williams


I am writing in regards to the proposal of amending the Defense Acquisition Regulation Supplement, referring to the Trade Agreement Act and Buy American Act. I represent Plymouth Tube Company in Streator, Illinois. We buy seamless carbon and low allow tubing hollows for redraw.  Finished product includes various sizes that go into many applications including airframes, and mechanical tubing for engines both in the automotive arenas and aircraft manufactures.   Our biggest customer is distribution centers across the US, Europe, and Canada.  Our mill provides a large amount of small diameter tubing for which we are the largest producer in our size range in North America. 

As a company we rely on foreign material because we cannot buy hollows small enough domestically to make a profit.  European, and South American countries have developed the technology to create a small dimension hollow that allows us to be profitable.  With the DFAR rules we are limited to one country of origin, a country that as of this moment is honoring Chinese preference to raw materials over US customers / consumers.  If this trend continues we will run out of options of where to buy seamless products.  There are very good producers of steel in Romania, Argentina, and Spain that can compete in quality with any domestic supplier.  The steel industry is in a sad state of affairs right now.  The supply chain is being directed to China at an alarming rate.  There are suppliers who want to supply seamless hollows to us that we cannot buy from because they did not / do not comply to DFAR to some defense contractors.  We support the elimination of the Trade Agreement Act and Buy American Act for these reasons. 
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