19 Jun 05

DFARS@OSD.MIL (Michele P. Peterson, Editor, Defense Acquisition Regulations System.)

ROLLS ROYCE – DEFENCE AEROSPACE (BRISTOL) RESPONSE

1.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment upon the DFARS DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
  Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Supplement; Radio Frequency Identification. There are a number of general and specific comments regarding the attached.

General

2.
It would be useful to clarify the chronological sequence of the several E publications on RFID published b y the DoD. The attachment forwarded under cover of the Reference does not appear to note or recognise previous publications. In particular, the defining document must remain The Under Secretary of Defense’s Memorandum dated 30 Jul 2004 and the associated Business Rule of the same date.  These increasingly are difficult to align and reconcile with the DoD RFiD Home Pare and the Supplier Implementation Plan and the Suppliers' Passive RFID Info Guide of Aug 31 2004. 


3.
There is a need to clarify the linkage between the DFAR and the DoD policy. There needs to be a clearly articulated account of how amendment of the former document will be transferred to the latter. 


4.
To provide transparency, it is requested that a reference document of those companies that contributed to the document and whether their representations have been actioned or not is required.  There is a concern that many RR comments of the related issue of UID DFAR and UID Policy have been received or actioned by the appropriate desk officers for staffing comments. The proposed schedule of staffing events would also be helpful to keep all respondents aware of the forthcoming critical milestones. 
Detail

5.
It is suggested that palletised loads should be differentiated between air pallets and surface palletised loads, terms used by the military customer.

6.
Please confirm within the DFARS that the financial thresholds are in place or are not applicable, as seen with DoD UiD policy.


7.
It is requested that a clause is inserted that reads 

"DoD recognises and accepts that Suppliers' RFID Implementation Costs will be regarded as allowable costs under the FAR".

8. 
Mil Std 129 is referred to several times throughout the DFARS. Given the amount of amendments, for clarity the latest version should be included as a reference at the outset of the document.

9.
Class IX definition has been altered and omits Weapon Systems? Is this correct as the previous definition of Weapons Systems and Repair parts and Components was more complete and informative.  It should also be confirmed that complete assemblies and the breakdown modules and spare parts are included in this category. 

10.
The increase in RFiD shipping destinations should be highlighted highlighting that by 2006 there is 34 locations and by 1 Jan 2007 to all DoD locations. 
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