To Whom It May Concern:

Responding to DFARS case 2002-D002

US Foodservice/Joseph Webb Division, agrees that food items that are US processed and/or manufactured but from raw product of a foreign origin should be allowed. It has been extremely difficult to satisfy our customers requirements due to non Berry Amendment compliant items.

Example:

Canola Oil - The raw product is the rapeseed.  The rapeseed is only grown in Canada.  If this end product, canola oil, is processed or manufactured in the United States our customers will be able to use Canola oil.  This type of oil is known to be a healthy alternative to other oils.  The AirForce recently added it to their menu and we have been unable to provide the product to our customers due to the Berry issue.

There are other issues that need to be addressed:

1) American Companies manufacturing in foreign countries.


Example: Campbells- low sodium soups that our hospitals use



     Nestle- Powdered Alfredo sauce mix



     Candy- Sugar prices lower in Canada and Mexico

2) Product that includes fruits and vegetables that are not available in US year around.


Example: Juices- a combination of fruits from US and foreign countries.


                 Fruit- fresh chopped mixed fruits.  2 of 3 fruits are of US origin and 1 

                             is not.  All 3 fruits are available but 1 is only available in the US eight 

                            months out of the year.

                             Vegetables Frozen -  Again, some vegetables are not available in the

                             US year around.  Also, it is difficult to carry any mixed vegetables

                             because we cannot be guaranteed that all the vegetables in the mix are

                             US grown year around.

3) Seafood


Example: Lobster and shrimp are extremely high in price because of the scarcity 

                            of domestic product in comparison to foreign raised seafood.

4) Ethnic Foods


Example: We have a large Philippine population in the Navy that continually

    request items we cannot provide because they are made in foreign

    lands, such as Banana Catsup, Jasmine rice.

