June 20, 2002 Comment:

Federal Register/April 26, 2002 –Department of Defense, 48 CFR Parts 225 and 252, [DFARS Case 2002-D002], Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Supplemental; Codification and Modification of Berry Amendment. 
Agency:  Department of Defense (DOD).  Action:  Interim rule with request for comments.

Dear Sir:

Texas Shrimp Association strongly opposes any changes to the Berry Amendment that would put the domestic U.S. shrimp fishery at risk of losing any sales to the Department of Defense.  The U.S. shrimp fishery is one of the United States most valuable fishery and highly significant as an economic contributor to coastal communities, state and national economy. 

All businesses within the realm of the shrimp fishery are small business entities and are capable of supplying the needs of the Department of Defense.  To allow foreign imports of shrimp to enter the marketing chain would severely impact the shrimp fishery and the livelihoods of hundreds of thousands dependent upon the fishery.

In the early part of 2002 the European Union, Hungary, Canada began rejecting foreign pond-raised shrimp imports that tested positive for the drug residue chloramphenicol. Immediately following their rejection, the shrimp fishery begin to question where is the rejected tainted shrimp and was it redirected to the United States.  Recently, the Foods and Drug Administration, State of Texas, Louisiana and Florida have tested and those imports that test positive for the antibiotic chloramphenicol are under a stop-sale ban.  The Food and Drug Administration has increased inspection and testing at the Port of Entry and any shrimp imports containing the antibiotic will be rejected.  

At this time, no one knows how many millions of pounds of contaminated shrimp is currently held in U.S. Cold Storage facilities that has yet to be tested for the antibiotic chloramphenicol, and would become available for sale to the Department of Defense upon any changes to the Berry Amendment.  Therefore, the Department of Defense must consider the seriousness that is now being incurred from foreign pond-raised shrimp that have tested positive for the antibiotic chloramphenicol, that is extremely toxic to humans and has been found to cause fatal anemia and leukemia. 

We recommend that no changes be made to the Berry Amendment that would allow any supplement of foreign shrimp imports whether reprocessed, repackaged, relabeled or prepared as specialty items be allowed for sale to the Department of Defense.  We further recommend that the Department of Defense request certification that shrimp purchased for the Department of Defense be certified as only United States domestic produced wild-caught shrimp, that has no exposure to any health hazard and known for its superior taste, texture and quality. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this Interim Rule.
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